INTERMARRIAGE.                                          ;vj

raised again and again in various rabbinical conferences, and
the decisions given were always unsatisfactory in principle.
Moses forbade intermarriage with certain heathens to prevent
the falling back of children of Israel to heathenism. Pro-
ceeding upon this principle, the rabbis of old applied this law
to all heathens in any place. But those modern Sanhedriu
and conferences maintain the Islam is no heathenism, Chrih-
tianity is no heathenism; and yet they negatived the question
of intermarriage as mere matter of discipline and utility, that
we few Israelites be not lost among the vast multitudes of
Christians* and Mohammedans. Evidently those gentlemen
have taken very low ground, non-justifiable in law.

" They might have taken a much higher and more holding
ground. The peace, happiness and prosperity of the family,
and the performance of its sacred duties to God and man, is
the higher ground which they might have taken to much bet-
ter advantage. As long as the orthodox Christian looks upon
the Jew as a damned and doomed soul, of less worth here and
worthless hereafter, peace and good will, mutual respect, con-
fidence and genuine affection can hardly be expected to sway
a durable scepter in the family, the members of which look
upon one another with such degrading and damaging preju-
dices. The offspring of such families are usually the worst
sufferers, and the duties of the family, upon which are based
the morals, ethics, the weal of society and the country, natu-
rally remain unfulfilled, or but partially fulfilled. Mutual
respect is the first condition in a family, which is not well
possible in connection with such prejudices. Again, as long
as desertions, abandonments and divorces, adultery and con-
cubinage are of daily occurrence, also, in the best classes of
society, the Jew and the Jewesses had better wait before they
marry out of the pale till the morals of society be improved
in that particular respect.

" But then it might be urged that there are thousands and
tens of thousands of individuals in this country who profess
no religion at all; hence they are free of those prejudices.
Why should any rabbi refuse to solemnize in behalf of Juda-
ism the marriage of such irreligious parties, whose parents
happened to be Jewish on the one side and Christian on the
other, if no existing law restrains him? And we have seen that